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discovered echinoderm with 'piggyback' arms found in the Red Sea has been named Lazarus, after the Jewish resurrected figure who survived death by coming back to life three days after being buried. This 'winged' sea cucumber was found in the ancient Red Sea by divers. (Photo
courtesy of Alex Szarmak) "Lazarus" (aka, "Lazarus longispinatus") belongs to the sea cucumber family Holothuriidae, and was discovered in November 2012 in the Red Sea by scientists from the Red Sea Research Center, part of the Middle East Technical University (Turkey). This
'winged' sea cucumber was found in the ancient Red Sea by divers. (Photo courtesy of Alex Szarmak) The echinoderms are invertebrate animals closely related to starfish, sea urchins, and sea cucumbers. They're part of a wide array of groups (e.g. starfish, sea cucumbers, sea
urchins, sea lilies) that can be found in all three of Earth's oceans. The top of the "Lazarus" is covered with small tubes (called "holothuria"). (Photo courtesy of Alex Szarmak) The ancient seafloor where the sea cucumber was found has been submerged for about 8-10 million years,
and the discovery was made near the Antikythera shipwreck, an ancient shipwreck found in 1900. "We first suspected that this was a holothurian when we saw the growth rings. A holothurian is a sea cucumber. When we realized that it was not a starfish, we called it Lazarus because
of the name of the resurrected figure in 6d1f23a050
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